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George for the like advices from that settlement and then make the best of his
way to England.
21.    Wee must leave it to the discretion of the Select Committee to give
such directions to the commander as may facilitate his passage as well as prevent
his falling into  the hands of the enemy,   and if he  should be under   the
necessity of calling at St. Helena he is to stay there no longer than to refresh
the people and then make the best of his way on his voyage without waiting
to come in company with any other ship.   The commander must be furnished
with the signal and instructions on putting into St. Helena which have been
transmitted by the Secret Committee to Mr. Drake by the last ships consigned
to Bengal.
22.    This vessel being intended only for a packet wee have put on board
her nothing more than is necessary for the voyage; however if any of her
stores can be spaired you may take them out for the use of the settlement.
23.    We have delivered Capt. Barton 539 ounces foreign silver for the use
of this vessel during her voyage; if he offers to pay the same or any part
diereof you may receive it into our cash, he rendering you an account of any
proportion of it which may have been expended, or should it be necessary
to continue the same on board for the vessel's use homewards you may suffer
it to be placed in the commander's hands who in that case is to account with us
here for the value of what he shall receive from Capt. Barton.
24.    Being fully satisfied of the ability and qualifications of Capt. James
Barton in marine affairs wee direct that immediately upon his arrival he be
appointed the Master Attendant and serve the Company in that station under
your direction.
25.    The  services of John  Smith  your Deputy Master Attendant and
Alexander Scott your head pilot having been represented to us as very extra-^
ordinary and that they have  been very instrumental in the retaking Fort
William  by safely conducting  up  the river  the  capital  ships  of Admiral
Wattson's squadron on the expedition, and having besides the character of
being  equal  to   any trust  in  the  seaway,  wee  in  justice   to  their   merrit
recommend your employing them accordingly in such a manner as may be
useful to the Company and advantagious to themselves, and in case of the
death or absence of Capt. Barton they are to succeed each in his turn to the
post of Master Attendant.
26.    The Select Committee were advised by the last letters from hence
that the French had been very industrious in fitting out a number of ships
at Port L' Orient for the East Indies consisting of twelve of the Company's to
be joined by six large ships of the King's and two frigates, on board of which
about 4000 land forces were to be embarked under the command of Mr. Lally.*
Wee are concerned to say this information is in the main too true, for the
publick papers mention the sailing of seventeen sail from Port L* Orient under
the command of M. D'Ache on the 30th of April with 3000 regular forces
destined according to common report for the East Indies.
27.    Wee do hereby direct that your latter Commandant Capt. Minchin9
be for his late behaviour dismissed the Company's service and sent home by
one ot the first conveyances.
28f   The forces sent to your assistance from Bombay has rendered that